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of the Individuals with Disabilities 
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Montana Office of Public Instruction 
Linda McCulloch 


State Superintendent 


September 21, 2001 


To: Responsible School Officials 
Directors of Special Education 
Interested Persons 


State Library 
From: Linda scan yl 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Re: Montana’s State Plan: Eligibility Document Under Part B of IDEA 


Enclosed is a copy of Montana’s fully approved State Plan Under Part B of the 
Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The state plan is Montana’s 
Eligibility Document that was submitted to the U.S. Department of Education for Federal 
Fiscal Year (FFY) 2001. 


On July 2, 2001, the U.S. Department of Education provided written notification to the 
Office of Public Instruction that the enclosed state plan has been fully approved. As a 
result of its approval, Montana is eligible to receive IDEA Part B and Preschool funds for 
the support of special education services to eligible students with disabilities. As part of 
the eligibility document submission for FFY 2001, the Office of Public Instruction made 
an assurance, under 34 CFR 80.11(c), that it will comply with all federal statutes and 
regulations in effect with respect to the periods for which it receives grant funding. 


The state plan contains Montana’s policies and procedures for the conduct of special 
education. Local education agencies must provide special education services to eligible 
students with disabilities in accord with these policies and procedures. 


The state plan is also available on the OPI website — sea 


Questions regarding the state plan should be addressed to the Office of Public Instruction, 
Division of Special Education. Their telephone number is (406) 444-5661. 


Enclosure 


hel ith Avenue « PO Box 202501 + Helena, Montana 59620-2501: 
tel: (406) 444-7362 - fax: (406) 444-2893 « TDD (406) 444-1812 + www.metnet.state.mt.us 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2012 with funding from 
Montana State Library 


| http://archive.org/details/annualstateappli2001spec 


OMB NO. 1820-0030 
Expires: 05/31/2002 


ANNUAL STATE APPLICATION UNDER PART B OF THE 
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES EDUCATION ACT 
FOR FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2000 


CFDA No. 84.027 and 84.173 


ED FORM No. 9055 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
Washington, DC 20202-2722 


SECTION 427 GENERAL EDUCATION PROVISIONS ACT (GEPA) 


NOTICE 


The largest minority population in Montana is the Native American population. 
The Office of Public Instruction has identified and implements strategies to ensure 
that all of its population has equitable access to, and participation in its federally 
assisted programs for students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries with 
special needs. Specific activities to support access include, but are not limited to: 
using translators and interpreters; translating materials into other languages (e.g., 
Spanish); and other formats (e.g., large print, computer disks); including parents 
and professionals who are Native Americans on advisory committees, 
implementing projects in accessible facilities with appropriate 
accommodations/supports; utilizing multiple methods for access (e.g., web site, 
TDD line, email) and creating statewide project awareness through a variety of 
methods. 


CERTIFICATIONS REGARDING LOBBYING; DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION AND OTHER 
RESPONSIBILITY MATTERS; AND DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE REQUIREMENTS 


\pplicants should refer to the regulations ated below to determine the certification to which they are required to attest. - Appicants 
‘ould also review the instructions for certification included in the regulations before completing this form. Signature of this form 
rovides for compliance with certification requirements under 34 CFR Part 82, “New Restrictions on Lobbying.” and 34 CFR Part 85. 
Sovernment-wide Debarment and Suspension (Nonprocurement) and Government-wide Requirements for Orug-Free Workplace 
Srants).~ Tre ceruficatcers shall be treated as a matenal representaton of fact upon which reliance will be placed when the 
ecarnmert of Ecucaticn determines to award the covered transaction. grant. or cooperative agreement. 


LOBBYING 


required by Section 1352. Title 31 cf the US. Code. and 
plemented at 34 CFR Pant 82. for persons entenng into a grant 
cooperative agreement cver $100,000. as defined at 34 CFR 
m= 82. Sectcns 82.105 and 82.110. the applicant certfies that: 


No Federal appropnated funds have been paid or will be paid. 
ron behalf of the undersigned. to any person for influenang 
ittempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency. a 

mber of Congress. an officer or employee of Congress, or an 
ployee of a Member of Congress in connection with the making 
iny Federal grant, the entenrs into of any cooperative 

epement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment. 
nodification of any Federa! grant or cooperative agreement: 


if any funds other than Federal appropnated funds have been 
! cr will 5e paid to any person fer influenang or attempting to 
serce an cficer cr emcicyee cf amy agency. a Member of 
gress. an cfficer or employee of Congress. or an employee of 
emter of Congress in connection with this Federal grant or 
nerative agreement. the undersigned shall complete and 

mit Standard Form - LLL. “Disclosure Form to Report 

bying.” in accordance with tts instructions: 


he undersigned shall require that the language of this 

fication te included in the award documents for all subawards 
l ters (including sutgrants. contracts under grants and 
Jefative agreements. anc subcontracts) and that all 

ec:cierts small cerify arc cisciose accordingly 


JEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, ANO OTHER 
‘PONSIBILITY MATTERS 


2quired by Executive Order 12549, Debarment and 

)ension, and implemented at 34 CFR Pant 85. for prospective 
Ce . in pnmary covered transactions, as defined at 34 CFR 
185. Sections 85.105 and 85.110— 


he applicant cerufies that nt and its pnnapals: 
jre net presently debarred. suspended. proposed for 


ment. declared mehgible. or voluntanly excluded from. 
red transactions by any Federal department or agency: 


ave not within a three-year penod preceding this application 
convicted of or had a civil judgement rendered against them 
ymmission of fraud or a cnminal offense in connection with 
ung. attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, 

. Of local) transaction or contract under a public transaction: 
‘on of Federal or State antitrust statutes or commission of 
zzlement, theft. forgery. bribery, falsification or destruction of 
ds, making false statements, or receiving stolen property: 


(c) Are not presently indicted for or othermse cnmunally of city 
charged by 8 governmental entity (Federal. State, or local) with 
commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (2): 
of this certification; and 


(d) Have not within a three-year penod preceding this apelicaucr 
had one or more public transaction (Federal. State. or local) 
terminated for cause or default: and 


B. Where the appicant is unable to certify to any of the 
statements in this certification, he or she shail attach an 
explanation to thts application. 


3. ORUG-FREE WORKPLACE 
(GRANTEES OTHER THAN INDIVIDUALS) 


As required by the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988. and 
implemented at 34 CFR Part 85. Subpart F. for grantees. as 
defined at 34 CFR Part 8S. Sections 85.6C5 and 85 610 - 


A. The applicant certifies that rt will cr will continue to provide a 
drug-free workplace by: 


(a) Publishing a statement notifying employees that the unlawtu! 
manufacture, distnbution, dispensing. possession. or use of a 
controlled substance is prohibited in the grantee’s workplace ar..: 
specifying the actions that will be taken against employees for 
violation of such prohibrtion: 


(b) Establishing an on-going drug-free awareness program to 
inform employees about: 


(1) The dangers of drug abuse in the workplace: 
(2) The grantee's policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace: 


(3) Any available drug counseling, rehabilitatuon, and employee 
assistance programs: and 


(4) The penattes that may be imposed upon employees for drug 
abuse violations occuming in the workplace: 


(c) Making & a requirement that each employee to de engaged wr. 
the performance of the grant be grven a copy of the statement 
required by paragraph (a): 


(d) Notifying the employee in the statement required by paragrap- 
(a) that, as a condition of employment under the grant. the 
employee will: 


(1) Abide by the terms of the statement: and 
(2) Notify the employer in writing of his or her conviction for a 


violation of a criminal drug statute occurring in the workplace no 
later than five calendar days after such conviction; 


Suicing No. 3), Washington, DC 20202-4571. Notice shail 
incuce Ne icensScaton aumber(s) of each affected grant; 


‘l, Tang aDorosrate personnel action against such aa 
em s.c¥ee, UD 20 and inciucing termuraton, consistent with ihe 
requiremenss of the Rehacilizacon Act of 1973, as amended; or 


(2) Recuiring such employee to panicipate satisfactorily ina 
¢rug louse assistance or rehabilitation i ga miaicall for 
sucA purposes bv a Federal, Seate, or local health, aw 
encormement, or other appropmiate agency; 


‘Z) Making a good faith effort to continue to maintaina 
Crig-Tee works ace thrcuga impiementacon of paragraphs 
(2), (3), (co), (a), Ce), and (2). 


B. The grantee may insert in the s provided below the 
site(s) for the perrormance of work done in connection with the 


specific grant: 
Place of Performance (Street address, cty, county, state, Zip 
code) 


Check (7 if there are workplaces on file that are not identified 


DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE 
(GRANTEES WHO ARE INDIVIDUALS) 


As required by the Drig-Free Workplace Act of 1588, a: 
imclemented a: 34 CFR Part 85, Subdcart F, Sor zranzees ; 
denned at 34 CFR Par 95, Sections 5.605 and G:0 - 


A. Asacondizon of the grant. [ cerury that will soe ej 
the unlawful manufacture, distnobuton, dispensing 

oon, or use of a controlled sudstance in conduc: 
activity with the grant; and 


B. If convicted of a crumunal drug offense resulting for, 
violacon occurmng dunng the conduct of any grant acu: 
will report the conviczon in wnting, within 10 alendalj 
of the conviczuon, to: Director, Grants and Contracts Se: 
U.S. Department cf Eduacon, 400 Maryland Avente, S¥ 
(Room 3124, GSA Regional Office Building No. 3), 
Washington, DC 20202-4571. Notice shall include the 
identifcation number(s) of each affected grant. 


As the duly authorzed rerresentative of the applicant, I hereby certify that the applicant will comply with the above certifica:z:cn 


NAME OF APPLICANT 


foncana Office OF Public Instruction 


PR/AWARD NUMBER AND/OR PROJECT NAY: 


LOE ASPART 3 


pases Keenan Superintendent oF Publte dasacesauer 
nee DATE 
Apired biel'3h 2000 
VY 


ED 80-0013 


I. SUBMISSION STATEMENT FOR PART B OF IDEA 


(LAO A TAALROF TAIMATA Te NOizaIMeve ft 


aT ” (ORVG. FY Ck WOMEPLACE 


cf Le pec uirent >y ohe Crug ren Wes 
. 2 emi Js oe Par $§, 
d~vhret a 4Cre Pon Geo 
‘ si and an be oft, ( e 
¢ Neutivethy © euler ae 
OS Noor pa Soar, OF NEO! 24 pnirotied 
ivy a ara wed 
FW etre cont of @ critimal @rg 
nes ® wiupr ing danng ihen 
. iting - 
, cow Oveww 
ort ed uweer 
‘ nee | Ooe 
r * 7 Ald st he 
wid ‘ oy teeta to oon? 
“ile 


I. Submission Statement for Part B of IDEA 
(CFDA No. 84-027 and 84-173) 


Please check the option that the State is using for this Federal Fiscal Year. 


The State has on file with the U.S. Secretary of Education policies, procedures, and 
assurances that meet the eligibility requirements of Part B of the Act. No changes to the 
previously submitted policies, procedures, and assurances are necessary. Therefore, the 
State 1s not submitting modifications to the policies and procedures on file with the 
Secretary. 


X The State is submitting modifications to State policies and procedures. These 
modifications are listed in Part III of this State application and include modifications: (1) 
that are necessary to ensure the State’s compliance with Part B of the IDEA as amended 
on June 4, 1997, or the final regulations implementing Part B issued on March 12, 1999; 
(2) deemed necessary by the State, for example when the State revises applicable State 
law or regulations; (3) required by the Secretary because there is a new interpretation of 
the Act or regulations by a Federal court or the State’s highest court; and/or (4) because 
of an official finding of noncompliance with Federal law or regulations. 


I, the undersigned authorized official of the Montana Office of Public Instruction, have been 
designated by the Governor of this State to submit this application for FFY 2000 funds under 
Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 


Assurances and Certifications 


The State Educational Agency hereby declares that it has filed the following assurances and 
certifications with the U.S. Department of Education, and. as of the date of the signature below. 
reaffirms and incorporates by reference those assurances and certifications with respect to Part B 
of IDEA. The State certifies that no circumstances affecting the validity of these assurances have 
changed since their previous filing. 


As applicable, the assurance in OMB Standard Form 424B (Assurances for Non- 
Construction Programs), relating to legal authonty to apply for assistance; access to 
records; conflict of interest; merit systems; nondiscrimination; Hatch Act provisions; 
labor standards; flood insurance; environmental standards; wild and scenic river systems; 
historic preservation; protection of human subjects; animal welfare; lead-based paint; 
Single Audit Act: and general agreement to comply with all Federal laws, executive 
orders and regulations. 


The three certifications in ED Form 80-0013, regarding lobbying, debarment/suspension 
responsibility status, and drug-free workplace. 


With respect to the Certification Regarding Lobbying, the State recertifies that no Federal 
appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or 
atempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an 
officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection 
with the making or renewal of Federal grants under this program; that the State shall 
complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” when 
required (34 CFR Part 82, Appendix B); and that the State Agency shall require the full 
certification, as set forth in 34 CFR Part 82, Appendix A, in the award documents for all 
subawards at all tiers. 


The certifications in the Education Department General Administrative Regulations 
(EDGAR) at 34 CFR § 80.11, relating to State eligibility, authority and approval to 
submit and carry out the provisions of its State application, and consistency of that 
application with State law. 


Assurance Statement 


I certify that the State of Montana makes the following assurances and provisions as required by 
Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1411-1420): 


|. If the State uses a funding mechanism that distnbutes State funds on the basis of the type of 
setting where a child is served and the State does not have policies and procedures to ensure that 
the State’s funding mechanism does not violate the requirements for placing children with 
disabilities in the least restrictive environment at 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(5)(A), the State assures that 
it will revise the funding mechanism as soon as feasible to ensure that such mechanism does not 
result in placements that violate the requirement at 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(S)(A). (20 U.S.C. 
1412(a)(5)(B)(i1) and 34 CFR § 300.130.) 


are met with respect to children with disabilities who are convicted as adults under State law and 
incarcerated in adult prisons. then the Governor has assigned that responsibility to another 
agency. The State assures that the documentation of this arrangement has been sent to the Office 
of Special Education Programs as part of the State plan. (20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(11)(C).) 


2. If the State educational agency is not responsible for ensuring that the requirements of Part B 


3. Except as provided in section 613(a)(2)(A)(i1i), (B), and (C) of the IDEA, and 34 CFR 
$$300.230-300.233, Federal funds made available to States under Part B will be used to 
supplement the level of Federal, State, and local funds (including funds that are not under the 
direct control of State or local educational agencies) expended for special education and related 
services provided to children with disabilities under this part, and in no case to supplant such 
Federal, State. and local funds, except that where the State provides clean and convincing 
evidence that all children with disabilities have available to them a free appropriate public 
education, the Secretary may waive in whole or part, the requirements of this subparagraph if the 
Secretary concurs with evidence provided by the State. (20.U.S.C. 1412(a)(18)(C) and 34 CFR 
§300.153.) 


4. Funds paid to a State under Part B of IDEA will not be commingled with State funds. (20 
U.S.C. 1412(a)(18)(B) and 34 CFR $300.152.) 


5. The State does not reduce the amount of State financial support for special education and 
related services tor children with disabilities, or otherwise made available because of the excess 
costs of educating children with disabilities, below the amount of that support for the preceding 
fiscal year. (20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(19)(A) and 34 CFR §300.154.) 


6. Prior to the adoption of any policies and procedures needed to comply with Part B, including 
anv amendments to policies and procedures, the State ensures that there are public hearings. 
adequate notice of hearings, and the opportunity for comment available to the general public, 
including individuals with disabilities and parents of children with disabilities, consistent with 
the requirements of 20 U.S.C. 1412 (a)(20) and 34 CFR §$$300.280-300.284. 


7. The State has established and maintains an advisory panel for the purpose of providing policy 
and guidance with respect to special education and related services for children with disabilities 
in the State, consistent with the requirements of 20 U.S.C. 1412(a) (21) and 34 CFR §$300.650- 
300.653. 


8. Nothing in Part B permits a State to reduce medical and other assistance available, or to alter 
eligibility under title V and XIX of the Social Security Act. with respect to the provision of a free 
appropriate public education for children with disabilities in the State. (20 U.S.C. 1412(e).) 


9. The state shall provide data to the Secretary on any information that may be required by the 
Secretary. (20 U.S.C. 1418(a)(2).) 


10. The State, local educational agencies. and educational service agencies shall use fiscal 
control and funding accounting procedures that insure proper disbursement of and accounting for 
Federal funds. (34 CFR § 76.702.) 


I certify that the State of Montana will operate its Part B program in accordance with the 
assurances required by the regulations and certifications on file, and that, as of the date of 
submission of this statement, none of the facts have changed upon which those certifications and 
assurances were made. (34 CFR $76.104) 


_ Name of Applicant: | Program: 


| 
Montana | IDEA Part B 
Printed Name and Title of Authorized Representative of the State: 


Nancy Keenan Superintendent of Public Instruction 


5 Ha | Date: 

{ 

| re rem | | 
| 4/13/2000 
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF MONTANA 
AND 
THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 


The Govermor of the State of Montana and the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction enter into the following agreement to ensure cooperation between the 
Departments of the State and the Office of Public Instruction in implementing the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act Amendments of 1997 (IDEA 1997), 20 
U.S.C. 1400 et seq. 


The Govemor authorizes and instructs the Directors of the Departments of Public 
Health and Human Services and Corrections to develop and execute INTERAGENCY 
AGREEMENTS in cooperation with the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
The INTERAGENCY AGREEMENTS will identify services to be provided by the 
Departments and OP! and clarify the Departments’ financial obligations for the 
implementation of IDEA 1997. 


The AGREEMENTS shall comply with the requirements of Section 612(a)(12) of the 
IDEA 1997 and contain procedures for resolving interagency disputes. The dispute 
resolution mechanism will include a procedure under which a local school district 
may initiate proceedings to secure reimbursement from a Department if the 
Department fails to provide the services or fulfill the financial obligations required in 
the INTERAGENCY AGREEMENT. 


This agreement is effective upon signature of the parties and shall remain in effect 
through December 31, 2002. Either party may terminate the agreement by sending 
written notice to the other party 30 days prior to termination. 


2 
Whew Kou ( -24 -7 
Marc Racicot, Govemor Date 


iG pie Scale 
, State Superintendent Date 
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Memorandum of Clarification 
Montana 
Department of Public Health and Human Services 
and 
Office of Public Instruction 
Part C and Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 


This Memorandum is between the Montana Department of Public Health and Human 
Services (DPHHS), Developmental Disabilities Program, P.O. Box 4210, Helena, Montana 
59604 and the Montana Office of Public Instruction (OPI), Division of Special Education, PO 
Box 202501, Helena, Montana 59620-2501. This memorandum is developed to further clarify 
procedures to ensure smooth transition of children between Part C and Part B of IDEA. It is 
established consistent with the provisions of the Interagency Agreement between DPHHS and 
OPI, which is effective until December 31, 2002. 


Purpose of Memorandum: 


To comply with the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) as Amended 1997; 20 
United States Code 1400 et seq.; Title 34 Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 300 and 303; 
Montana State Statute and the Administrative Rules of Montana, Title 10, Chapter 16 and Title 
46, Chapter 8. Specifically, to identify services to be provided to infants, toddlers, and preschooi- 
age children with disabilities under IDEA and the transition between the early intervention 
program under Part C of the IDEA and the school age special education program under Part . 


Applicable Federal Regulations 


Three federal regulations govern this transition process, one applicable to the Part B preschool 
special education program and two to the Part C infant and toddler program. These regulations 
are: Section 300.132 Transition of Children From Part C to Preschool Programs, Section 303.148 
Transition to Preschool Programs, and 303.44{h) Content of an Individualized Family Service 
Plan (Transition from Part C services). 


Policies and Procedures 


This memorandum descnbes policies and procedures to ensure that: 

1. Children participating in early-intervention programs assisted under Part C of the IDEA who 
will participate in preschool programs assisted under Part B will experience a smooth and 
effective transition to those preschool programs in a manner consistent with the IDEA; 

2. Families will be included in the transition plans; 

3. The child and family service provider agency will, with the approval of the family, convene a 
conference among the child and family service provider agency, the family, and LEA at least 
90 days, and at the discretion of the parties up to 6 months, before the child is eligible for the 
preschool services to discuss any services that the child may receive; 


4. The purposes of the transition conference are to review the child's program options for the 

period from the child's third birthday through the remainder of the school year and establish a 

transition plan; 

The local education agency (LEA) for the area in which the child resides will receive notice 

that the child is approaching the age of eligibility for preschool services under Part B; 

6. A representative of the local education agency (LEA) will participate in transition planning 
meetings arranged by the appropriate child and family service provider agency; 

7. By the third birthday of a child with disabilities, an Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
has been developed and is being implemented for the child determined to be an eligible child 
with disabilities under Part B of the IDEA. 


NW 


Child Find 


The DPHHS and the OPI agree to work in a cooperative and coordinated effort to ensure that all 
children with disabilities residing in the state, ages birth through 21, are located, identified and 
evaluated. Local education agencies (LEAs) and child and family service provider agencies shall 
coordinate their efforts and develop procedures for implementation of an effective child find 
system. The child and family service provider agency shall use locally developed procedures to 
refer for evaluation those children suspected of having a disability in those cases when a family 
chooses not to use the transition meeting procedure. 


Responsibilites for Performing Evaluations 


The LEA will provide an appropnately constituted Child Study Team to conduct an inital 
evaluation of each child referred through the transition process. This individual evaluation will 
determine whether the child is an eligible child with a disability under Part B and determine the 
educational needs of the child. The LEA will develop an evaluation plan to identify existing 
evaluations and assessments, as well as other information and data, if necessary, for the 
evaluation. The evaluation will be conducted in accordance with the procedures described in 
statute and regulation and the results of the evaluation used by the Child Study Team for 
purposes of determining eligibility and, if appropriate, used by the IEP team for purposes of 
program development. If a child is determined to be an eligible child with disabilities under Part 
B, the LEA shall hold an IEP meeting for the purpose of developing an IEP. An Individual 
Family Service Plan (IFSP) may not serve in place of the IEP. 


Training and Technical Assistance 


The DPHHS and OPI shall provide training and technical assistance to child and family service 
provider agencies and LEAs in support of the policies and procedures surrounding this transition. 
The Family Support Services Council, Montana's Interagency Coordinating Council for the Part 
C program and Parents, Let’s Unite for Kids developed a technical assistance document to assist 
parents and others interested in the transition from the early intervention program to the special 
education program. The First Steps: A Parent Information Handbook, describes both early 
intervention and special education programs under the IDEA and the transition between the two 
distinct programs. 


Financial Obligations 


le 
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The DPHHS shall pay costs associated with the delivery of early intervention services © 


under Part C of the IDEA. 


The LEA is obligated to pay the costs associated with provision of free appropmnate public — 


education for children eligible under Part B of the IDEA. 


Dispute Resolution Procedures 


Procedures for dispute resolution are established in the Interagency Agreement whose effective _ 


termination date is December 31, 2002. 


Execution and Modificaton 


lL. 


tv 


This Memorandum is effective upon signatures and shall remain in effect until December 
31, 2002, unless modified as described below. 


Either party may request modification of this Memorandum. Both parties must agree to 
any modification and all modifications must be wmitten and signed by the parties. 


Either party may terminate this Memorandum, in whole or in part, by mailing wntten 
notice to the other party’s business address. The termination will be effective 30 days 
after wntten notice has been mailed. 


APPROVAL: 


7 “Ma araeee Lill w<h 4 / 1/0 [ROOD 
Maggie Ballack, Program Director ff Date 


Developmental Disabilities Program 
Department of Public Health and Human Services 


_ t/a /e®ocl 
Date 


Runkel, Administrator 


Division of Special Education 
Office of Public Instruction 


| 


DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 


MARC RACICOT LAURIE EKANGER 
GOVERNOR DIRECTOR 


see) —— SIATE OF MONTANA 
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November 12. 1999 


TO: R. Timm Vogelsberg, Director 
Rural Institute on Disabilities 


Bob Runkel. Administrator 
Special Education, OPi 


Dan Anderson, Administrator 
Addictive & Mental Disorders Division. DPHES 
“ 


| FROM: Joe A. Mathews, Administrator | ;| if, { alg sed 


| Disability Services Division 


SmBsECT: Memorandum of Clarification 


It is my pleasure to send you a copy of our most recent Memorandum of Clarification 
supporting transition services for youth exiting school. We look forward to continuing 
the cooperative mission of assisting this state's youth successfully move from the 
educational experience to the world of adulthood. work and independence. | appreciate 
the work of your staff in pulling this document together. 


Encl. 
e Martha Lehman 
Rusty Redfield 
Bob Jahner 
Ted Maloney 
John Zeeck 
Bill Lamb 


“An Equal Opportunity Employer” 


TRANSITIONS MEMORANDUM OF CLARIFICATION 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
AND 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 


Pursuant to the agreement between the Governor of the State of Montana and the State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, this document is to implement a state-wide comprehensive, 
coordinated, service delivery system among responsible state agencies to ensure the development 
and completion of an adult service plan before the student leaves the school setting for each 
student determined to be eligible for vocational rehabilitation services, developmental disabilities 
services, or mental health services. The plan must, at a minimum, identify the rehabilitation goal 
and objectives of the student, and goals and objectives related to enabling the student to live 
independently, to the extent these goals and objectives are included in the student's Individualized 
Education Program (IEP). 


This memorandum clarifies the transitional services referenced in the cooperative agreement 
between the Department of Public Health and Human Services (DPHHS) and the Office of Public 
Instruction (OPI) Division of Special Education signed on August 21, 1997. The Memorandum 
of Clarification will address the specific participation of the and Division of Vocational Education 
of OPI, the Disabilities Services Division and the Addictive and Mental Disorders Division of 
DPHHS. In addition this clarification introduces exploration of the role of the Montana State 
Independent Living Council in the system of transition service delivery. 


The working purpose of this agreement is to accomplish an array of employment and other 
necessary supports for eligible students moving from the school experience into the post 
secondary training or work. Transition service needs will be identified and reviewed beginning at 
age 14, focusing on courses of study. Needed transition services will be addressed and 
implemented for students with disabilities age 16 years or older. This transition plan will focus on 
a coordinated set of activities based upon the individual student's needs, taking into account the 
student's preferences and interests and shall include instruction, community experiences, the 
development of employment and other post school adult living objectives and, when appropniate, 
acquisition of daily living skills and functional vocational evaluation. 


It 1s agreed that both DPHHS and OPI will: 


I Identify the roles of each agency for the purpose of entry into the service systems, 
including provisions for determining state lead agencies and qualified personnel 
responsible for transition services; 

ap Provide training for staff of state and Local Educational Agencies (LEA) regarding: 


a. The availability of resources; 

b. The financial capacities and responsibilities of the DPHHS agencies, OPI and the 
LEA; 

c Procedures for resolving disputes between the agencies that are parties to the 


agreement; and 
d. Other components necessary to ensure meaningful cooperation among agencies; 


! 


B. Ensure outreach to and identification of students with disabilities who are not receiving 
special education services for consideration for vocational rehabilitation services; and 
4. Promote and support the establishment of local agreements to extend the spirit and intent 
| of this clarification through the following commitments: 
| a. Develop a sample format to be used for the purpose of developing local 
cooperative agreements and establishing positive working relationships between 
school personnel and local/regional services. The sample will descnbe the role and 
commitments of the parties that can be negotiated by any one representative of the 
agency. This format is to be developed and disseminated within 6 months of 
signature of this MOC. 
b. Clarify the testing and assessment needs of the student from the age of 14 through 
the exit year and describe these needs, along with the roles and responsibilities of 
the agencies in a technical assistance document to be disseminated to the schools 
and agencies. The agencies will work with the Montana Systems Change Grant in 
the development of this technical assistance manual. 


Office of Public Instruction Agreements 


Division of Special Education agrees to: 


1. Assist public schools and other agencies in identification, location, and evaluation of youth 
with disabilities; 
| Provide technical assistance to aid agencies and public schools in addressing the transition 
needs of eligible students; 
| 3. Provide technical assistance to LEA's and adult service providers to facilitate the exchange 


of program and individual student information in accordance with state and federal 
confidentiality laws and regulations. 


| Division of Vocational Education agrees to: 


a. Provide technical assistance upon request to school districts, state agencies, and adult 
service providers on the use of federal and state resources for training all students, 
including students with disabilities; and 

2. Require recipients of federal Vocational Education funds to develop a plan to work with 
special populations, including students with disabilities. 


| 
| 
| 


‘Department of Public Health and Human Services agreements: 


Disability Services Division 

| Developmental Disabilities Program agreements: 
1. Assist in the early identification, location and evaluation of youth who may have 
) disabilities; 


| 
| 


N 
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4. 


> 


Participate on local transition planning teams for students eligible for services from the 
Developmental Disabilities Program; 

Provide technical assistance and consultative services to transition planning teams 
regarding eligibility requirements and service availability; 

Ensure that eligible students are registered on the appropnate adult services waiting lists; 


and 
Provide case management services to assist in accessing services. 


Disability Services Division 
Rehabilitative Services and Blind and Low Vision Services Programs’ agreements: 


kk 


Zz. 
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Participate with local transition teams in identifying students who may be eligible for 
Vocational Rehabilitation services; 

Provide technical and consultative services to transition planning teams regarding 
eligibility requirements and service availability; and 

Ensure the completion of an IEP in the exit year pnor to graduation for eligible students. 


Addictive and Mental Disorders Division agrees to: 


1. 


Work with the Montana Systems Change grant and agency partners and community 
Mental Health Centers in developing and disseminating literature, training matenals and 
guidance to the schools to assure full utilization of mental health services for students in 
the process of transitioning from school to post secondary experience. 

Provide specific guidance to students and professionals through training and literature in 
effecting the smooth graduation from child to adult mental health service delivery 
supports. 


The Montana State Independent Living Council 


jee 


The term of this MOC will be used to develop the role and commitments of the Montana 
Independent Living Centers in working with students and the school communities to 
assure the availability of independent living services to students with disabilities. 


EXECUTION AND MODIFICATION 


A. 


B. 


This agreement is effective upon agency signatures and shall remain in effect until June 30, 
2001, unless modified as described below. 

Either party may terminate or modify this agreement, in whole or in part, by submitting a 
written 30 day notice to the parties of the agreement. 

The parties hereby agree that any controversy between the parties arising from this 
agreement will be resolved in accordance with the Montana Uniform Arbitration Act, 
codified as Title 27, Chapter 5, Montana Codes Annotated. 


APPENDIX 


DEFINITIONS 


Transition: a coordinated set of activities for a student, designed within an outcome-oriented 
process, which promotes movement from school to post-school activities, including post- 
secondary education, vocational training, integrated employment (including supported 
employment), continuing and adult education, adult services, independent living, or community 
participation. The coordinated set of activities shall be based upon the individual student's needs, 
taking into account the student's preferences and interests, and shall include instruction, 
community experiences, the development of employment and other post-school adult living 
objectives, and, when appropnate, acquisition of daily living skills and functional vocational 
evaluation. Key elements in transition include: 


Longitudinal vocational instruction and training throughout primary, middle and secondary 
school years; 

Cooperative and interagency transition planning that is systematic and occurs well before 
the exit year; 

Parent, consumer and employer involvement in the planning process; 

Community and professional awareness and support of multiple employment options. 


Transition Plan Meeting: the appropriate forum for agency representatives to develop plans for 
long term service provision for graduating students. Each agency representative will assume 
responsibility for referral to and delivery of the services required for an effective transition from 
school to work. Individuals involved in the planning meeting may include, but are not limited to, 
the following: 


Student 

Parent/Guardian 

Vocational Rehabilitation Staff 
Individual Program Case managers (IPC) 
School Employment Specialist 

Special Education Instructors 

Vocational Education Instructors 

Adult Service Providers 

School Support Personnel 


Transition Plan: a comprehensive, longitudinal wntten plan that specifies the skills to be 
acquired by a student who will exit from school within three to five years (updated annually) and 
the transition services received prior to and following graduation. The plan should include annual 
goals and short term objectives that reflect necessary skills to function at home, in the community, 
and on the job. Transition services should be specified, including referral to appropnate agencies, 
job placement, and on the job follow up. 


Exit Year: the year the student commits to concluding their school expenence and moves into the 
post-secondary experience. 


APPROVED 


Joe Mathews, Administrator — Date 
Disability Services Division 


Addictive and Mental Disorders Division 
Department of Public Health and Human Services 


Montana State Independent Living Council 


Montana 
Department of Corrections 
and 
Office of Public Instruction 
Interagency Agreement 


This agreement is between the Montana Department of Corrections (DOC), 
1539 11th Avenue, Helena, Montana 59620 and the Office of Public Instruction (OPI), 
P.O. Box 202501, Helena, Montana 59620. Liaison for the DOC is 


Reek Day , and liaison for the OPI is Ka bet (ON P| : 
Purpose of Agreement: 


To comply with the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act as Amended 1997 
(IDEA), 20 United States Code 1400 et seq.; Title 34 Code of Federal Regulations Part 
300; Montana State Statute and the Administrative Rules of Montana, Title 10, Chapter 
16. 


Specifically, to identify the services to be provided and the financial obligations for 
IDEA qualified individuals in correctional facilities under the control of the DOC. 


Compliance/Monitoring: 


1 The Department of Corrections and the Office of Public Instruction, Division of 
Special Education, shall conduct, no less than every three years, joint 
monitoring of the educational programs serving qualified incarcerated 
individuals at facilities operated by Corrections. 


es The Office of Public Instruction shall establish the procedures for monitoring 


educational programs. These procedures shall meet the requirements of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA); federal regulations, 34 CFR 
Part 300; 20-7-403, MCA; and the Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) 
10.16.105 et seq. 


3. The Office of Public Instruction shall ensure that each educational program for 


children with disabilities administered in the State, including each program 
administered by Corrections, is under the general supervision of the OPI, 34 
C.F.R. 300.600, and meets the state education standards, 20-7-403(12), MCA. 


4. The Office of Public Instruction shall address all correspondence conceming 


the results of monitoring and compliance matters to the Director of the DOC. 


5. The Office of Public Instruction, in cooperation with the DOC, shall monitor any 
corrective actions to verify that corrective actions have been made. 


Services: 


For individuals in youth correctional facilities. 


The Department of Corrections will provide educational services to individuals with 
IDEA disabilities committed to the youth correctional facilities described in § 52-5-101, 
MCA. 


For individuals incarcerated in an adult correctional facility. 


1. Individuals less than 22 years old who are incarcerated in an adult correctional 
facility may be eligible to receive educational services under IDEA, 20 USC 
1400 et seq. Sec. 612. 


A. A child with disabilities under IDEA, between the ages of 6-18 inclusive, 
who is convicted as an adult under state law and incarcerated in an 
adult prison, will be provided free, appropnate public education in 
accordance with IDEA. 


However, the individual's Individualized Education Program (IEP) team 
may modify the IEP or placement notwithstanding the least restrictive 
environment requirement of §§ 612(1)(5)(A) and 614(d)(1)(A) if the State 
has demonstrated a bona fide security or compelling penological 
interest that cannot otherwise be accommodated. 


B. An individual between the ages of 18-21 is qualified for IDEA services if 
dunng their last educational placement the individual was actually 
identified as being a child with an IDEA disability under § 602(3) or had 
an IEP. 


Cc. IDEA does not require that incarcerated individuals receiving educational 
services be included in general state and district-wide assessment — 
programs. Section 614(d)(6)(A)/(i). 


D. An incarcerated individual's IEP does not require an explanation of why 
educational services are provided in a segregated environment. 


2. If the individual will be 22 years or older before they will be released from 
Prison, the transition requirements of § 614(a)(1)(A)(vii), paragraphs (I) and (Il), 
do not apply. Section 614(d)(6)(A)/(ii). 


3. All of the services described in this section of the agreement that are needed 
to ensure a free appropriate public education (FAPE) for an IDEA eligible 
individual incarcerated in an adult correctional facility or youth facility as 
described in § 52-5-101, MCA, will be provided by the DOC during the 
pendency of any dispute over financial responsibilities. 


4. The Office of Public Instruction will provide technical assistance to Corrections 
to ensure compliance with IDEA. 


5: OPI will assist local public school districts and the DOC to develop procedures 
to identify individuals eligible for IDEA services in both youth and adult 
facilities. 


Financial Responsibilities: 


t. The Department of Corrections shall pay all educational costs for the provision 
of a FAPE for students with IDEA disabilities committed to its youth correctional 
facilities and eligible individuals incarcerated in adult correctional facilities 
operated by the Department or its contractors. 


*If the provision of FAPE requires mental health services within the scope of 
the contract between the Department of Health and Human Services and 
Montana Community Partners, those services will be provided without charge 
to the students or their parents. Any copayments will be paid by the DOC 
unless waived by the contractor. 


*If the Department of Corrections provides Medicaid eligible services for 
individuals in a youth or adult correctional facility, the DOC may seek 
reimbursement from Medicaid. 


2. The Director of Corrections and OPI may delegate division administrators the 
authonity to enter into MEMORANDA OF CLARIFICATION to resolve areas of 
mutual concem. The Memoranda may clarify, but not modify, this Agreement. 


Dispute Resolution Procedures: 


If a local public school district has a dispute regarding reimbursement or 
implementation of the provisions of this Agreement, the following procedures will 
apply: 


A. The local public school district shall submit a written description of the 
dispute to the Director of Special Education, Office of Public Instruction, 
which includes the identity of the agency involved and a proposed 
resolution. 


B. The involved Corrections agency division shall submit a written 
description of the dispute to the Director of Corrections, which 
includes the identity of the local public school district and a 
proposed resolution. 


Cc: The OP! and Corrections shall attempt to resolve the controversy 
between the local public school district and the Department informally. 


D. If informal resolution is not possible and both the District and the 
Agency mutually agree to mediate their dispute, the OPI will pay 
the costs of providing a qualified mediator. 


E. If the controversy cannot be resolved informally or through mediation, 
the controversy shall be resolved in accordance with the Montana 
Uniform Arbitration Act, codified as Title 27, Chapter 5, MCA. 
Execution and Modification: 


1: This agreement is effective upon agency signatures and shall remain in effect 
until December 31, 2002, unless modified as descnbed below. 


2: Either party may request modification of this agreement. Both parties must 
agree to any modification and all modifications must be wnitten and signed by 
the parties. 

3 Either party may terminate this agreement, in whole or in part, by mailing 


written notice to the other party's business address. The termination will be 
effective 30 days after written notice has been mailed. 


4. The parties hereby agree that any controversy between the parties ansing from 
this agreement shall be resolved in accordance with the Montana Uniform 
Arbitration Act, codified as Title 27, Chapter 5, MCA. 


Rick Day, Directo 
Department of Corrections 
Date" 72> Goaz 
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Montana 
Department of Public Health and Human Services 
and 
Office of Public Instruction 
Interagency Agreement 


This Agreement is between the Montana Department of Public Health and 
Human Services (DPHHS), P.O. Box 4210, Helena, Montana 59604 and the Montana 
Office of Public Instruction (OPI), P.O. Box 202501, Helena, Montana 59620-2501. 


Liaison for the DPHHS is of MI ArAHEW . and liaison for 
the OPI is bent . 


Purpose of Agreement: 


To comply with the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) as Amended 
1997; 20 United States Code 1400 et seq.; Title 34 Code of Federal Regulations Part 
300; Montana State Statute and the Administrative Rules of Montana, Title 10, Chapter 
16. Specifically, to identify services to be provided to students under IDEA and the 
financial obligations for a free appropriate public education, including services to 
youth placed by DPHHS in out-of-state facilities. 


Compliance/Monitonnga: 


1; The DPHHS and the OPI, Division of Special Education, shall conduct, no less 
than every three years, joint monitoring of the educational programs serving 
children with IDEA disabilities at Montana facilities operated by DPHHS. 


2. The OPI shall establish the procedures for monitoring educational programs 


including out-of-state placements made by the DPHHS. These procedures 
shall meet the requirements of IDEA; federal regulations, 34 CFR Part 300; § 
20-7-403, Montana Code Annotated (MCA); and Administrative Rules of 
Montana (ARM) 10.16.105 et seq. 


3. The OPI shall ensure that the requirements of IDEA are met and that each 


educational program for children with disabilities administered within the state, 
including each program administered by or provided under contract to DPHHS, 
is under the general supervision of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
meets the education standards of the Board of Public Education and meets the 
requirements of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, reserving to DPHHS 
their full responsibility for other aspects of the care of children needing special 
education or for providing or paying for some or all of the costs of a free 
appropnate public education to children with disabilities. Section 20-7-403(12), 
MCA. 


1. 


The OPI shall address all correspondence conceming the results of monitoring 
and compliance matters to the Director of the DPHHS. 


The OP!, in cooperation with the DPHHS, shall monitor any corrective actions 
to venfy that corrections have been made. 


Services: 


The OPI! will provide technical assistance to the DPHHS to ensure compliance 
with IDEA and Montana law for students with IDEA disabilities. 


The OPI and the ODPHHS will work cooperatively in the identification, location 
and evaluation of students with disabilities under IDEA to ensure appropnate 
services are provided. This cooperative effort includes but is not limited to: 


A. assisting local public school districts to comply with IDEA 
procedures in the identification, location, and evaluation of 
children and youth suspected of having disabilities; and 


B ensunng a smooth transition of children with disabilities at age 3 
from Part C programs to public school programs and from public 
schools to adult services. 


Both parties to this Agreement understand that the assistance described above 
does not relieve the local public school district from obligations under the Child 
Find requirements of IDEA. 


The DPHHS shall ensure that students qualified under IDEA receive mental 
health services when those services are in accordance with the Montana 
Mental Health Access Plan (MHAP). 


The DPHHS shall assist in the provision of services which impact students with 
disabilities who are in the custody of the DPHHS by consulting with and/or 
participating on local transition teams for students who are eligible for services 
through Developmental Disabilities and/or Vocational Rehabilitation. 


The DPHHS will develop policies and procedures which will assure continuity 
of services upon graduation for eligible students in accordance with the 
student's individual transition plan. The DPHHS will assure such policies and 
procedures will include but not be limited to requirements that the student be 
enrolled in appropnate adult services to include, when appropriate, registration 
on adult services waiting lists. 


6. The DPHHS shall offer technical assistance to local public school districts 
seeking access to child and adult residential services by: 


A. informing the local public school district of residential services provided 
by the DPHHS and the procedure for gaining access to such services 
including assistance with the application for residential services; and 


: facilitating the establishment of a contract between the local public 
school distnct and supported living providers when the school seeks 
such a contract for the purpose of implementing the student's 
individualized education program (IEP). 


ra In those Montana facilities and out-of-state placements for which the DPHHS is 
responsible for the payment of educational costs for students qualified under 
IDEA, the DPHHS shall ensure that the student is provided the services needed 
for a free appropriate public education. During the pendency of a dispute over 
medical necessity for in-state residential care, the OP! will pay for education 
costs while the child remains in the residential treatment center. If the ruling 
finds in favor of medical necessity, OPI will be reimbursed by the MHAP 
provider of residential care. 


Financial Obligations: 


iP The DPHHS shall pay all costs, including educational costs, for IDEA eligible 
school-age students living at Eastmont Training Center, Montana 
Developmental Center and Montana State Hospital - Warm Springs. 


2. The DPHHS shall reimburse local public school distncts providing Medicaid 
eligible services to qualified students except for services provided to students 
who qualify for services under the MHAP. Payments to local public school 
distncts for services provided by local public school districts under the MHAP 
are subject to negotiated agreements between the MHAP contractor and the 
local public school district or cooperative. 


3: The DPHHS shall provide Medicaid state matching funds for Medicaid 
reimbursable services provided by local public school districts. 


4. Except for those children who qualify for residential services under the MHAP, 
the OPI shall pay the costs for providing a free appropnate public education for 
children and youth placed in in-state residential treatment facilities or children’s 
psychiatric hospitals. 


When a child is placed by the DPHHS in an out-of-state residential facility, the 
DPHHS is responsible for the education costs, including the costs of special 
education and related services, resulting from the placement. 


The county of residence is financially responsible for tuition and transportation 
as established under § 20-5-323, MCA, for a child with disabilities, as defined in 
§ 20-7-401, MCA, including a child who has been placed by a state agency in 
a foster care or group home licensed by the state. The county of residence is 
not financially responsible for tuition and transportation for a child who is 
placed by a state agency in an out-of-state public school or an out-of-state 
private residential facility. 


The DPHHS reserves financial responsibility for the care and supervision of 
children and youth in the custody of the DPHHS who are in out-of-home 


placements. 


The Director of the DPHHS and the OPI may delegate to division administrators 
the authonty to enter into MEMORANDA OF CLARIFICATION to resolve areas 
of mutual concem. The Memoranda may clarify, but not modify. this 
Agreement. 


If the DPHHS fails to provide or pay for services it is responsible for, the local 
public school district shall provide or pay for such and then claim 
reimbursement for the services from the DPHHS under the terms of this 
Agreement. 


Dispute Resolution Procedures: 


1G 


Except for disputes concerning medicaid coverage and/or reimbursement or 
services provided by MHAP, if a local public school distnct has a dispute 
regarding reimbursement or implementation of the provisions of this 
Agreement, the following procedures will apply: 


A. The local public school district shall submit a written descnption of the 
dispute to the Director of Special Education, OPI, which includes the 
identity of the agency involved and a proposed resolution. 


B. The involved DPHHS agency division shall submit a written 
description of the dispute to the Director of the DPHHS, which 
includes the identity of the local public school district and a 
proposed resolution. 


C. The OPI and the DPHHS shall attempt to resolve the controversy 
between the local public school district and the DPHHS and/or its 
contractor informally. 


D. If informal resolution is not possible and both the local public 
school district and the DPHHS mutually agree to mediate their 
dispute, the OPI will pay the costs of providing a qualified 
mediator. 


Conflict resolution and the appeals process established in the MHAP prevail on 
issues pertaining to mental health services. 


Disputes regarding medicaid coverage and/or eligibility shall be subject to the 
appeals process specified in the Administrative Rules of Montana for Medicaid 
providers. 


If the controversy cannot be resolved informally or through mediation, the 
controversy shall be resolved in accordance with the Montana Uniform 
Arbitration Act, codified as Title 27, Chapter 5, MCA. 


Execution and Modification: 


k 


This Agreement is effective upon signatures and shall remain in effect until 
December 31, 2002, unless modified as described below. 


Either party may request modification of this Agreement. Both parties must 
agree to any modification and all modifications must be wntten and signed by 
the parties. 


Either party may terminate this Agreement, in whole or in part, by mailing 
written notice to the other party's business address. The termination will be 
effective 30 days after wntten notice has been mailed. 


The parties hereby agree that any controversy between the parties arising from 
this Agreement shall be resolved in accordance with the Montana Uniform 
Arbitration Act, codified as Title 27, Chapter 5, MCA. 


Approval: 
y 4 5-27-97 


Laurie Ekanger, Director Date 
Department of Public Health and Human Services 
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Date 


0 6 @ 
Superintendent 
Instruction 


OFFICE OF PUBLIC INSRE1DR. 9_—X—X_____HAKX 


PO BOX 202501 Nancy Keena 
HELENA MT 59620-2501 Superintende: 
www.metnet.state.mtus 
(406) 444-3680 
January 27, 2000 
To: Interested Persons 
™t 
From: Robert Runkel, Administrator 
Division of Special Education 
Re: State Plan Under Part B of the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) 


Enclosed is a copy of the proposed Montana State Plan Under Part B of the Individuals With 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 


The state plan includes laws, rules, policies and procedures for the provision of a free, 
appropniate public education for children with disabilities beginning at age three. The state plan 
also describes the state’s plan for use of federal funds made available under the Act for the 
support of special education and related services to children with disabilities. The purpose of the 
federal funds is for supplementing and expanding special education services to children with 
disabilities. 


Public hearings on the state plan will be held in the following towns starting at 9:00 a.m.: 


Billings February 28, 2000, Parmly Billings Library 
510 N. Broadway, 3rd floor meeting room 


Kalispell March 1, 2000, Kalispell Courthouse East 
723 Sth Ave. East, Conference Room #1 


Helena March 2, 2000, Lewis & Clark Library 
120 South Last Chance Gulch, Large Conference Room 


_ The first half of each hearing will allow for comment on proposed changes to state 
_ administrative rules. These changes are necessary to comply with new federal statutes and 
_ regulations that govern special education programs receiving federal funding. The Individuals 
_ with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Amendments of 1997 and implementing federal 
regulations that were finalized in March of 1999 are the factors governing the changes. 


The second half of each hearing will focus on the proposed state policies and procedures 
| contained in the state plan (column titled “Policies and Procedures”). 


"It is our mission to advocate, communicate, educate and be accountable to those we serve.” 


a i ea 


Copies of the state plan are available for review from the Montana State Library, Directors of 
Special Education, Special Education Cooperative Directors and the Office of Public Instruction. 
Following a review of public comments, the Office of Public Instruction plans to submit the state 
plan to the U.S. Department of Education on April 13, 2000. 


The Office of Public Instruction will make reasonable accommodations for persons with 
disabilities who wish to participate in this public hearing or need an alternate accessible format 
of the state plan. If you require an accommodation, contact the Office of Public Instruction no 
later than 5:00 p.m. on February 14, 2000, to advise us of the nature of the accommodation that 
you need. Please contact Pat Reichert, PO Box 202501, Helena, MT 59620-2501, telephone 406- 
444-3172, TDD number 406-444-1821, or Fax 406-444-2893. 


Written comments on the state plan can be sent to the Office of Public Instruction, P.O. Box 
202501, Helena, Montana 59620-2501, and must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on March 8, 
2000. 


Enclosure 
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